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2 February 2026

Dear member,

Our international team is constantly busy with exciting activities in their respective markets to

help promote South African wine.

The Market Activity Newsletter is a snapshot of some of the key activities that they’ve been

busy with.
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The WoSA “Discover South Africa” Tasting 2025 took place in Mombasa, Kenya during 11-13
December 2025. The events aimed to increase awareness of South African wines in Kenya’s
coastal market and provide a collective platform for producers, both represented and seeking

representation, to showcase their wines. The activities supported wine education and

highlighted the diversity of South African wines to trade, media/influencers, and consumers.

The programme consisted of three components namely a Pinotage masterclass, a free-pour
themed tasting and a consumer tasting. The three-day programme successfully increased
visibility of South African wines among coastal consumers and trade. The informal, interactive
tasting format encouraged discussion, discovery, and engagement. The new approach was
positively received, and importers expressed interest in directly engaging with producers. WoSA
has captured attendee contact details to support follow-up communication between producers
and importers.

Link to Influencer Luncheon
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DS0O680kiP33/?igsh=NmwxejNkdTJ2dTli

YouTube link to the Wine Fair Mombasa edition
https://youtu.be/ltc1DylI8f-Q?si=P  NhdvEJMX3fTm34

Link to Media Coverage

https://open.substack.com/pub/sheelahoguda/p/matome-mbatha-redefining-south-

african?utm campaign=post&utm medium=web

Please feel free to contact me if you need further information on any of these activities.

Matome Mbatha

Market Manager: Africa


https://www.instagram.com/reel/DSO68okiP33/?igsh=NmwxejNkdTJ2dTli
https://youtu.be/Itc1Dyl8f-Q?si=P_NhdvEJMX3fTm34%C2%A0
https://open.substack.com/pub/sheelahoguda/p/matome-mbatha-redefining-south-african?utm_campaign=post&utm_medium=web
https://open.substack.com/pub/sheelahoguda/p/matome-mbatha-redefining-south-african?utm_campaign=post&utm_medium=web

Wt BB CRAE T 7V AT4 v
WINE MARKET PARTY

W - B HE 0O WINE MARKET PARTY (4.
#2500 DT A T LERABMETA 2 av T,
MF7UHT1 381008 % HEFE 5D .
FEETE7 7Y HZ2HELUT5FUEETFRIC.
BRSEIRIGTOFEEZ MWV, EFDA,0008UFOTAa—F—, B—RBF AL,

ERAETOMLOWE ) TF. WF
FENE BT TV T, 2024~2025%
DU N1 18 L BB -
05 AL HED ER R~ S T , 3 Pliiiics,
k. SR K IE20% T LA, ¥l >
AT CRLE L.

t°—§r—-7zV4§%E¢:ﬁﬁ<..
X o w2 IOID 5 ERK

HEREHTT. ¥%27 254

- 2B TORBTRONT, RO
1@GEO0PDESC- BODAFRRER < o0-8 u = HeMIlshtett. AYcBBLT
o wit, BE~ORRHUEISHY £

Our key project in Japan over December and January was an 18-page feature in WANDS
Magazine, published in January 2026. The feature included dedicated tasting panels on Cap
Classique and Pinotage, supported by a retailer promotion, in-depth interviews, reviews from

CapeWine 2025, and additional editorial coverage. A snapshot of the feature is shown below.

On 27 January 2026, we kicked off the year with our first importers’ meeting in Tokyo,
welcoming 18 importers. The meeting was a great opportunity to reflect on the past year and to
share our exciting plans and refreshed branding for 2026.

Marcus Ford

Market Manager: Asia




CANADA

WoSA Canada kicked off the new year on a high note with sponsorship of the Tasting Climate

Change conference in Montreal, Quebec. The event continues to attract a strong international
following, and this year was no exception, welcoming media and producers from around the

world.

South Africa’s renowned viticulturist, Rosa Kruger, delivered a compelling presentation on Old
Vines, alongside a stand-alone keynote address on Building Resilience. Building on this
momentum, we brought Rosa to Toronto to lead an Old Vines masterclass for key trade and

media, which was met with an overwhelmingly positive response.

Our sincere thanks go to the producers who generously donated wines, enabling us to present



a truly world-class line-up across these events.

Laurel Keenan

Market Manager: Canada

NETHERLANDS

Wineprofessional

Wine Professional is the leading trade fair in the Netherlands for wine and gastronomy
professionals. Held annually at RAI Amsterdam, the event brings together wine importers,
producers, sommeliers, and hospitality experts to discover new wines, participate in tastings
and masterclasses, and exchange knowledge. Renowned for its high-quality focus, strong
educational programme, and excellent networking opportunities, Wine Professional is a key

meeting point for the wine and hospitality industry.

The 2026 edition took place from 12—14 January, with WoSA represented by one stand. While
the original ambition was to host a larger WoSA square featuring 6—8 South African wineries,
unfortunately no wineries were able to participate this year. As a result, the WoSA stand was
shared with different importers across the three days: Taste-Tailors presented their wines on

Monday, African Wines on Tuesday, and Delta Wines on Wednesday.

Visitor interest in both the wines and South Africa as a wine-producing country was consistently
strong throughout the fair. Over the three days, we engaged with approximately 325 wine
professionals, making the event a clear success and ensuring that South African wines were

firmly top of mind once again. A key learning for future editions is to distribute the information



letter earlier in the year in order to encourage greater winery participation.

Instagram posts:
Taste-tailors

Dutch.wine.sister

Harriet Boekholt
Market Manager: The Netherlands
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https://www.instagram.com/p/DTaKfrjDS-v/?img_index=2
https://www.instagram.com/p/DTf3nbDiIsP/

WoSA USA began 2026 in Los Angeles, where Learn About Wine, a wine education company,

hosted its Great Wines of the World tasting on 27 January. More than 100 members of the wine
trade sampled a selection of seven wines, including two examples each of South Africa’s most
widely planted white and red varietals, complemented by several lesser-known styles. The
response was highly enthusiastic, with some buyers contacting their distributors on the spot to
place orders.

Jim Clarke
Market Manager: USA

Kind regards
The WoSA Team



